
Conference – 2017 

“Occupational Health in the Primary Industries” 

Friday/Saturday 22nd/23rd September 2017 

Devon Hotel and Conference Centre, New Plymouth 

 

On the Friday, we will overlap with the NZ Occupational Health Nurses Conference.  In addition to a 
good line-up of morning speakers, they have arranged worksite visits for the afternoon.  There is a 
choice of a visit to a Fonterra factory or the Methanex/Shell site. Book via link on our website. 

0830                           Dr David Sco�, President ANZSOM NZ – Welcome  

Session on Future Trends 

0840  Terry Buckingham, Fonterra 

 

 

What the NZ Dairy  

Industry is doing about 

Mental Health   

0910   Dr Susan Brumby  RN, RM, DipFarm M’Ment, GradDip Women’s Studies, MHM, ARLF, PhD 

  Founding Director Na1onal Centre for Farmer Heath 

  Conjoint Professor at School of Medicine Deakin University, Victoria. 
 

 

 

 

Mental Health  

Programmes for  

Farmers & their Families 

 

  

1000   Dr David Beaumont and Lenny O’Connell  

  

 

 

Where is Occupa1onal 

Health In New Zealand 

Heading? 

1030   Morning Tea   

Dr David Beaumont is an Occupational Physician and a Director of Fit For Work Ltd. He is immediate 
Past President of the Australasian Faculty of Occupational and Environmental Medicine (AFOEM RACP). 
He was lead for the Faculty project which led to the development of The New Zealand Consensus 
Statement on the Health Benefits of Work. David is passionate about the role that work plays in peo-
ple’s lives, and the positive impact of helping people stay in work or return to work after illness or 
injury. He advocates for a team approach to health that sees people in the context of their whole 

lives, moving beyond the medical model. 

Lenny is an Occupational Therapist with a Master’s Degree in Health Science (Endorsed in Occupation-
al Health) and Director of Fit For Work. Lenny has 15 years’ experience specialising in Occupational 
Health and Rehabilitation and has industry-specific expertise in a wide variety of sectors including; 
manufacturing, transport, farming, warehousing and all trade-related industries. Lenny has a focus on 
the use of ‘work’ as a therapeutic medium and the further development of inter-disciplinary practice. 

Susan began her career as a registered nurse and also managed the family beef and wool property for 
twelve years. These two different career paths provided unique insight into the health, wellbeing and 
safety of farm men and women and the barriers that prevent them enjoying the same health out-
comes as other populations. Combining these two passions, (health and agriculture) Sue led an inno-
vative and multi-award winning program called Sustainable Farm FamiliesTM, -which included many 
dairy farmers— and has been delivered nationally and internationally.  As the founding Director of the 
National Centre for Farmer Health—she leads numerous research grants and provides services direct 
to farm men and women.  Sue has been recognised for her outstanding contribution to rural and 

farmer health and has presented and published nationally and internationally on farmer health.   

Terry Buckingham leads the Injury Management and Health and Wellbeing teams across Fonterra’s 
operations in New Zealand.  Terry has a background in healthcare and Nursing he has lead successful 
teams in H&S including Consulting, Finance & Insurance and Tertiary Education sectors over the past 
15 years.  Terry holds a Masters Degree in Workplace Health Promotion and a Post Graduate Diploma 
in H&S from Otago University.  More recently Terry has led a successful Mental Health Awareness 

programme within Fonterra called “GoodYarn”  and will share the story so far. 

Session on Living in the Present 

1100   Dr Michael Baker  

  

One Health:  

The benefits of Linking 

Human, Animal and 

Ecosystem Health  

Michael Baker is public health physician and professor of public health at the University of Otago in 
Wellington.  He has a long standing interest in all types of infectious diseases as well as environmental 
health more generally, including the effects of farming practices, climate change and housing condi-
tions.  He is Director of the University’s Health, Environment & Infection Research Unit (HEIRU) and is 

a founding member of One Health Aotearoa (OHA). 



Session on Living in the Present 

1140 Sarah Dewes and Dr Rod Nicholson  

  

Bee-keeping  

1205 Nell Dawson   

1230 Ques1ons for Speakers Current Problems – Meth; 

Migrant Workers 

1300 Lunch 
 

  

 

  

Issues of the Seasonal 

Migrant Workforce 

Rod Nicholson is an occupational medicine specialist in Auckland. He works in private practice 
performing mainly ACC and insurance assessments as well as military and seafarers medical 

examinations. He has been a keen hobbyist beekeeper for 10 years.  

Bill Glass has completed 60 years in occupa�onal medicine. He has worked in government, academia, with industry and 

with trade unions. He has trained doctors and non doctors in occupa�onal medicine/health in New Zealand and Malay-

sia. He has  been a maximum two term member of the ICOH Board. In 2016 he was honoured to give the Ferguson- 

Glass Ora�on at the College mee�ng in Adelaide. previously he had presented the James Smiley Lecture in Dublin. He 

was ANZSOM NZ's inaugural President. 

Session on Learning from the Past 

1400 Dr Kathleen Callaghan  

1430 Rachael Johnston  

1500 Dr Rob Griffiths   

1530 AFernoon Tea   

1600 Dr John MonigaH  

1630 Dr Bill Glass  

1700 Dr David Sco�  Conclusion 

1700 ANZSOM AGM 

1930 Conference Dinner 

  

Safety & Occupa1onal  

Health In the  

Forestry Industry 

  
Learning from Pike River 

 

  

A Personal History of  

Occupa1onal Medicine 

in NZ 

  The NZ Asbestos Plague  

  Agricultural Safety Issues 

Rachael Johnston worked for 15 years as an Occupational Therapist, in the area of vocational rehabili-
tation.  Her interest in work injury prevention led her into health and safety, and she went on to 
complete a Diploma in Occupational H&S, along with other occupational health papers.  She has spent 
several years working in the forestry sector, providing H&S consultation to harvesting crews, and 
currently working as a H&S Advisor for Oji Fibre Solutions, in the forestry and operations and fibre 

supply to the pulp and paper mills.   

Rob Griffiths is the Director of Occupational & Aviation Medicine for the University of Otago Wellington, 

and an Affiliate Professor in Seattle and Chicago. He is a Senior Medical Adviser for ACC, and a contractor 

for a number of companies around the world, including New Zealand, his favourite place in that world. 

Kathleen is an occupational physician and expert in human factors who provided expert evidence to 
the Royal  Commission  on the Pike River Disaster. Currently Kathleen is working as a Regional Clinical 

leader for ACC. 

I practised as a Physiotherapist initially, then moved into Clinical Management. I worked as a senior 
Manager at the Bay of Plenty DHB and then as a General Manager of the largest Elderly Care Facility in 
Tauranga. In 2007 I moved back to our Post Harvest and Kiwifruit Growing business in Katikati to help 
my husband as the business was growing quickly. Over the last 10 years I have been privileged to work 

with seasonal workers from all over the world but in particular from the Pacific Islands. 


